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I would like to thank the review committee for this opportunity to present what North Stormont feels is 

in the best interest of our students, our communities and consequently our school board. 

Everyone involved in this process fully understands the impact that any school closure can have, so our 

presentation will offer some comments on the impact closures could have and some suggestions on 

school structure and program content. 

As I finished this report the other night I told my wife… 

“Imagine if we could invest the passion and creativity we’ve all seen thru this process into our 

classrooms.  Then the public education experience would exceed all expectations.” 

I say that because part of the reason we are here tonight is demographics, but part is because education 

in our area has become a competitive market Parents pick and choose school boards according to what 

they perceive as the best educational experience for their children….totally logical for parents, but a 

nightmare for school boards and I won’t comment from the prospective of a taxpayer 

But to enhance that educational experience in North Stormont we would like to suggest the following; 

Roxmore Public School: 

Roxmore currently has a utilization rate of 97%.  It is a great example of how a school can succeed with 

community support and municipal partnerships.  Little capital improvement is needed over the next ten 

years.  We have the opportunity to continue to protect the boundaries of Roxmore, providing a cost 

effective solution to the School Board.   

The proposed changes has the potential to create a hollow out effect in various areas of the Township, 

with a direct impact on Tagwi’s renewal.   

NSPS 

North Stormont Public was ranked as 3rd in the school board.  It currently has 84 students and provides 

excellent academic programming.  There are opportunities to expand upon community services and 

partnerships.  There is also an opportunity to provide dual tracking courses which would help to further 

attract development to the Crysler area.  In the last four years there have been over 200 dwellings either 

developed or committed through draft plan approval. 

The proposed closure of North Stormont Public would create a hollow out effect in the area that the 

school currently services.  There would be a loss of 5 FTE jobs with a direct hit of $1.6 million to the local 

economy.  This diminishes our ability to attract families to locate in the Crysler developments. 

Tagwi 

Tagwi is the only secondary school in North Stormont with 521 students.  There is strong community 

support through bursaries and scholarships from the local community.  The coop program saves an 



employer on average $25,000 when they bring in a Tagwi student.  There is an opportunity to expand 

the curriculum to focus in on agriculture and agriculture business.  In Ontario Agriculture is the #1 

employer with five jobs for every graduate from an agricultural program. 

The Proposed boundary changes would have a $9.1 million dollar impact on the local economy and a 

loss of 22 FTE jobs.  The Tagwi catchment area also draws from outside our municipal boundaries.  

Parents should be allowed to continue to have that choice. 

From the prospective of enhancing the overall public school experience our board might consider 

expanding the components that promote self confidence and personal development in both secondary 

and primary.   

Public education has an opportunity to be a leader in an area of increasing importance.  These types of 

wellness programs done properly could take the Public Education experience to a whole new level. 

Economic Impact 

The recommendations within the Pupil Accommodation Review impacts 3 of our local schools.  The 

following information was taken from the PAR for the Tagwi feeder schools.  Based on the numbers 

provided, closing Maxville and North Stormont Public would push the utilization rate of Roxmore to 

163% by 2024/25.  This would require major capital investments on the part of the Province to permit 

the expansion of Roxmore to accommodate an expanded day care and the merger of Maxville and North 

Stormont Public.   

Based on the PAR, projected renewals are estimated to be $4 million to maintain the status quo.  New 

cumulative costs need to be considered within this equation.  The new costs to bus in the students if 

Maxville and North Stormont Public were to be closed is estimated to be $3.7 million.   

Over a ten-year period, the proposed recommendations within the PAR would create a net cumulative 

savings of $345,274 over ten years.  This works out to just over $34,000 each year that the board would 

save.  Based on these numbers, is it truly worth it to decimate two communities to save such a small 

amount? 

Let’s look at the bigger picture.  North Stormont’s largest economic driver is the agricultural industry.  In 

December of 2016, the Township adopted its first Economic Development Strategic Plan.  Within this 

plan, a new category of employment was noted as being on the rise: the creative professional.  The 

creative professional is the individual that may not necessarily work in a large office building, but 

operate out of their homes.  They have the luxury to work remotely with their clientele.  They move to 

smaller communities for the amenities and quality of life that rural living provides, including access to 

local public schools and quality education. 

This chart demonstrates the Township’s ability to influence our local economy.  Although agriculture has 

a large economic impact, we have a reduced ability to influence this industry.  Creative professionals are 

another story.  They provide a greater economic impact, and the municipality has a greater ability to 

influence this industry.  The Strategic Plan identified that school closures posed a real threat to being 

able to attract and maintain this new and emerging industry.  This would translate to a net spending 

decrease of $11 million based on the PAR recommendations for Tagwi and the feeder schools. 

Solutions  



Through this process the various stakeholders have been tasked to come up with solutions to present to 

our local committees.  At this time it’s important to recognize the fact that the school board has 

followed the legislation in regard to carrying out this process.  At the end of the day, although the 

legislation has been followed, the intent of the legislator has been lost.  The proposed school closures 

denies access to public education in our rural areas.  The intent of the legislator is to preserve access to 

public education for Ontario families.  

Rural Ontario provides a different reality from our Urban counterparts.  The school closures are focused 

on using an urban model as a one size fits all approach.  A new funding model must be invented to 

address the uniqueness of our rural school system when it comes to funding and quality educational 

programming.  It is important that education professionals and school board trustees grasp all aspects of 

rural life and not commingle the urban and rural budget. 

Lastly, the uniqueness of Francophone communities needs to be recognized.  This could be done though 

the modification of the basket of services that are offered through the public-school system.  Has the 

uniqueness of our bilingualism been taken into consideration throughout this process?  If it hasn’t, it 

fundamentally needs to be considered as part of the process.  

Summary 

We are all aware that the clock is ticking and the attendance here tonight clearly shows the importance 

of the issue to every municipality…….46 municipalities and counting ….have asked for re consideration 

on this process 

There are options that can make this a WIN WIN situation for all partners, but it will require imagination 

and honest communication 

Our members of Counties Council will meet with the Minister before the Feb 15th deadline and MPP 

MacDonnell has championed the cause of a new rural education funding formula 

On a closing note…… I would like to assign some homework, something for all of you to think about.  

Imagine you are now the Minister of Education in Ontario……same budget, total access to all modern 

teaching tools, but you are free of all the political pressures that complicate so many aspects of 

education 

Your task is to build an education system for a great Province in one of the greatest countries in the 

world based on two fundamental truths….. 

The quality of public education is the most important measuring stick for every developed society 

The model you build has to prepare our youth for a world full of students from countries trying to do the 

same thing. 

 

13. If the model you design is similar to our current model then rest easy…..if however it is 

not…then we have a collective responsibility to make it so 

 


